NC Injury Law Reviews Regional Truck Crash Legal
Risks

September 14, 2026

WILMINGTON, NC - September 14, 2026 -

A tractor-trailer crash on July 29, 2026 shut down both southbound lanes of US Highway 17 near College
Road in Brunswick County, with the Brunswick County Sheriff's Office confirming that emergency crews
responded and rerouted southbound traffic to Randolphville Road. The corridor connects Wilmington's
southern suburbs to a Brunswick County distribution and logistics network that has grown alongside the
county's residential and commercial expansion. NC Injury Law, PLLC is addressing the legal challenges that

truck accident victims can face on the greater Wilmington region's secondary freight corridors.

The firm noted a second serious incident weeks later. On August 18, 2026, a tractor-trailer traveling 1-40
eastbound went through median cable barriers after a tire failure, crossing into oncoming westbound traffic
before leaving the roadway. WECT reported that the crash closed lanes. Tire blowout events can create
catastrophic risk when commercial vehicles traveling at highway speeds lose directional control and cross

into opposing lanes.



The pattern continued into September 2026, when a crash on US-421 southbound in New Hanover County
closed all southbound lanes past Sutton Lake Road, according to DriveNC traffic data. That corridor links
Wilmington's northern communities to the city's industrial and port access districts, and the closure generated

significant traffic backup.

According to the firm, these incidents illustrate a challenge under North Carolina law. The state requires truck
accident victims to prove the other party's negligence without contributing to the crash themselves, and its
contributory negligence rule generally bars recovery for a victim found even one percent at fault. In cases
where a tractor-trailer crossed into oncoming lanes after a tire failure, insurance defense teams for a carrier
may investigate whether the victim was following too closely, speeding, or failed to take evasive action,

because such a finding can affect the entire claim.

Thomas York, Founding Attorney at NC Injury Law, discussed the legal dynamics at play. "When a
tractor-trailer crosses a median cable barrier or enters opposing traffic after a tire blowout, a carrier's defense
team often argues the driver had no control and shifts scrutiny to the victim's following distance or speed,
which under North Carolina's contributory negligence rule can jeopardize the entire claim," York said. "ELD
records from the hours before a crash can, in some cases, reveal hours-of-service violations, and reviewing
that evidence early is important. After 34 years in Wilmington-area practice, a Wilmington truck accident

lawyer is often familiar with the carriers that operate these corridors and the insurers that handle their claims."

Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration regulations require commercial truck drivers to maintain
electronic logging device records documenting hours of service, with a maximum of 11 hours of driving time
following 10 consecutive hours off duty. When an ELD record indicates that a driver exceeded these limits
before a crash, the firm noted that the violation may support negligence per se arguments in a victim's civil

claim, subject to the facts and evidence of each case.

The firm stated that in truck crash matters it works to issue FMCSA evidence preservation demands,
subpoena ELD records, and request driver qualification files early in a case. Information about the firm's truck
accident practice is available from NC Injury Wilmington truck accident lawyer resources covering Brunswick

County, New Hanover County, and surrounding freight routes.

NC Injury Law, PLLC is a personal injury law firm based in Wilmington, North Carolina, founded by Attorney
Thomas York, who has practiced Wilmington personal injury law for 34 years. The firm handles truck
accidents, car accidents, motorcycle crashes, and other personal injury matters on a contingency fee basis
with free consultations in English and Spanish, serving New Hanover County, Brunswick County, Pender

County, and North Carolina.
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For more information about NC Injury Law, contact the company here:NC Injury LawNC Injury Law(800)
800-8000info@ncinjuryteam.com3333 Wrightsville AveSuite 128Wilmington, NC 28403

NC Injury Law

NC Injury Law represents accident victims across Wilmington and North Carolina. Our experienced attorneys handle
car, truck, and motorcycle accidents with aggressive representation and compassionate guidance?fighting for maximum

compensation.

Website: https://ncinjuryteam.com/
Email: info@ncinjuryteam.com

Phone: (800) 800-8000
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