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Siam Legal International, a full-service law firm with more than 22 years of experience assisting foreign

nationals in Thailand, is fielding a rise in questions about the Thailand Privilege Visa following a series of

recent changes that have made shorter stay options more restrictive for foreign nationals, including digital

nomads and remote workers.

Effective August 31, 2026, the Destination Thailand Visa now requires all applicants to submit a criminal

record certificate from their home country, and applications must be filed from the applicant's country of

nationality or permanent residence rather than from a third country while traveling. Separately, the Thai

Cabinet approved a rollback of the visa exemption period in May 2026, and the Ministry of Interior published

the revised regulations in the Royal Gazette on August 31, 2026, reducing the standard visa-free stay from

60 days to 30 days for most nationalities effective September 15, 2026. Neither change alters the Destination

Thailand Visa directly, but both have shifted how foreign nationals plan longer stays in the kingdom.

Against that backdrop, the firm reports growing interest in the Thailand Privilege Visa, formerly marketed as

Thailand Elite, as an alternative for those who want a longer commitment without renewing documentation as



frequently as the Destination Thailand Visa requires. The Thailand Privilege Visa offers multi-year validity,

unlimited multiple entry, and a full year of stay granted with each entry, along with lifestyle services such as

airport fast track processing and access to partner co-working spaces. Unlike the Destination Thailand Visa, it

does not require proof of foreign income or an employer letter, though it also does not authorize local

employment in Thailand.

The Long-Term Resident visa remains a separate route reserved for high-income professionals employed by

established overseas companies who meet specific income and employer requirements, offering a longer

stay for those who qualify but with a more selective application process than either the Destination Thailand

Visa or the Thailand Privilege Visa. Clients who do not meet the income threshold for the Long-Term

Resident visa but want more stability than a renewable short term visa provides often find themselves

choosing between the other two options, a decision the firm says depends heavily on whether the applicant

intends to work locally, how their income is documented, and how long they plan to remain in the country.

Rex Baay, Senior Immigration Consultant and Operations Manager at Siam Legal International, said, "The

Thailand Privilege Visa and the Destination Thailand Visa serve different situations, and the right choice

depends on how long a client intends to stay and how their income is structured." Baay said clients who are

testing whether Thailand suits their long-term plans often start with the lower-cost Destination Thailand Visa,

while those who have already decided to build a more permanent base tend to weigh the Thailand Privilege

Visa for its stability and reduced renewal burden. He added that recent tightening around short stay options

has made clients more willing to compare the full range of long stay pathways before choosing one.

Siam Legal International is an authorized General Sales and Service Agent (GSSA) for the Thailand Privilege

Visa program and assists foreign nationals with applications to the program at no additional cost. The firm

also assists clients in comparing the Destination Thailand Visa and the Long-Term Resident visa against the

Thailand Privilege Visa based on individual income sources, timelines, and long-term goals in Thailand.

Additional detail on how the Thailand Privilege Visa compares with other long stay options is available

through Siam Legal's Ask Rex series, a recurring video segment that answers client questions drawn from

consultations handled by the firm's immigration team.

Siam Legal International is a full-service law firm with more than 22 years of experience representing foreign

nationals across immigration, property, corporate, and litigation matters in Thailand, with offices in Bangkok,

Chiang Mai, Phuket, and Pattaya. The firm advises individuals and businesses on residency planning,

property transactions, corporate structuring, and dispute resolution.
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